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Now, if Mr. Debs would turn his en-
ergies to the advocacy of an equitable
plan for the arbitration of strikes, he
couid do beth the employe and the em-
ployer no end of good.

The combined financial wisdom of the
present administration does not seem
able to comprehend that when the coun-
try buys from abroad more than it sells
gold will go out in setilement,

Even the reiteration of the Grand Mas-
ter Mouthman's boycott against the na-
tional bank note and the backing of his
assemhly seems not to have caused a
man to refuse a five-dollar bill of that
currency as vet.

Daniel Webster held that the States,
being denied the power to coin money,
have n~t the power to permit the Issue
of wha: bucomes the actual and almost
universal substitute for money, namely,

. Btate bank notes.

The life of Abraham Lincoln which it
is announced that Henry Watiterson is
writing will be an exceedingly interest-
ing coniribution to the literature which
the character of that most marvelous

.~ American has called out, and of which

people will never tire of reading.

The Chicago Chronicle is in fauit in
declaring that those who denounce Gov.
Altgeld were those who did not join the
Union armies during the war. In this

. ¢ity the first to denounce Altgeld were

the * eterans who attended a law and
order meeting composed of that class.

Last year the few sturdy and heroic
men connected with the life-saving serv-
“ice of the United States saved 5,332 lives
and $10,647,235 worth of property; and
yet some watch-dog of the treasury will

1 growl when the few thousand dollars

the service costs gets a place in an ap-

- propriation bill.

One of the four young desperadoes re-
cently arrested for ftrain wrecking in

-~ New York had in his pocket a yellow-

covered history of the exploits of the
James brothers, but he did not get it out

. of a public library, and it is safe to say

that no such book is to be found in any
public library in the United States.

Secretary Morton thinks Mr. Cleveland
deserves a third term on the same prin-
ciple that bank presidents who manage
the business well are re-elected for many
terms. ‘“The management of the govern-
ment.,” he says, “1s a business as i{s the
management of a bank.” True, and what
& business administration this has been!

During the eleven years peginning

} with 1878 the net import of gold to the

" ity they do not appreciate.
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United States was $224,192.846. During
those years the product of the American
mines was $387,075,000, a total gain of
$611.267,846. From 18%9 to 1894, hoth in-
cluded, the net exports of gold were
$222.429,.776, while the product of cur

mines was $207,275,000, a loss of a little
over $15,000,000,

The narrow escape from another elec-
tric car accident in Cleveland while the
trainmen were momentarily absent from
their posts shows the danger of taking
any risks in dealing with applied elec-
tricity. There is a tendency among all
employes who deal with mechanical

. powers to become forgetful or reckless

of danger and to take risks whose grav-
Eternal vig-
flance is the price of safety,

The bicycle might not be well adapted
to use in strictly military operations,
but the Salvation Army is preparing to
move on wheels against the enemy of

- mankind and expects to save time and

Jabor thereby. There will be bicycle
brigades which will make evangelistic
tours from central points and leave Sa-

- tan no corner in which to hide. The

scheme looks promising. It is at least

. worth while to see what the latest mod-

- ern improvements will do toward cir-

cumventing the adversary.
Sorosis, the great and original wom-

an’'s club, got snubbed in a club conven-

- tlon the other day in a way very dis-

tressing to its sensibilities. The presi-
dent of the New York State Federation
of Clubs refused to place a representa-
tive of Sorosis on any of her committees

. on the ground that it was an egotistic

- instead of an altruistic organization.

- None of the women concerned seems to

understand exactly what this classifica-
tion means, but all agree that it is some-

- thing very dreadful, and comments, fa-

- Yorable and otherwise, are so vigorous
d loud that the echoes are reaching
r beyond the bounds of the State,

Mrs. Craigie, who, under the name of
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‘asks If “it is true that any organized

| tions insuring family privacy and clean-
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country, but added that though she went
from here when she was three years
old she had never been able to get over
the feeling that she was allen 0 Lng-
land or to regard the people of that
country as other than foreigners. In
the beautiful art of laying it on thick
Mrs. Craigie can give points to the most
accomplished foreign actress at ths bhe-
ginning of an American tour.

THE SUPPRESSION OF UNHEALTHY
DWELLINGS,

A reader of the Journal in this city

effort has been made in any city to get
rid of unwholesome and foul tenements.”
In reply, it can be said that in all of
the older States in which there are large
citles, and in the more prominent coun-
tries of Europe, there are laws, most of
them of recent enactment, which are de-
signed to get vid of unwholesome tene-
ments. In Boston, New York and other
cities city boards have authority to close
up any house which is regarded unfit for
habitation, and large numbers of such
“dangerous’” houses have been closed.
Doubtless hovels unfit for human resi-
dence could be vacated under the laws
of Indlana. In New York city, during
construction and repair of houses, of-
cials representing the sanitary depart.
ment inspect the premises with a view
to securing ventilation and drainage,
Under the public health act of London
of 1891 the sanitary authorities are re-
quired to have frequent inspections made
of the thickly populated parts of the city
to ascertain if in the buildings or the
premises there is anything dangernus
to health, and these authorities have fuil
power to comiwl owners to order such
changes as will make the conditions
heaithful. A similar law applies to all
the citles of France and Belgium, '

It is often the case in large cities, and
sanitarians in this city have found two
or three such localities, that the houses
or neighborhoods have become go irre-
mediably bad that the only logieal thing
to do is to wipe them out of existence.
During the summer of 1894 a spot was
reported in this city so saturated with
the poison which causes typhoid fever
that the larger part of the occupants of
the houses were ill with this disease.
Under the housing act of England the
authorities have the power to condemn
the houses and land. Under that act
several of the most unhealthy and
vicious localities have been taken by the
authorities and made into small parks,
after paying for the property. What
has been done by the law in Londoqg has
been effected in Boston, Brooklyn and
other cities by corporations and individ-
uals, partly because they are humane
and partly to make money. Several of
the worst localities in Boston have been
redeemed by the purchase of the rook-
eries which were rented and bullding on
the ground tenement houses, comferta-
ble and healthful, in which rooms are
rented for a less price than was exacted
by landiords whose houses have Leen
condemned. After the building of bet-
ter houses, which are put under regula-

liness, localities having the wors{ re-
pute became respectable, The same ex-
periments have been tried in Brooklyn
and other cities with most satisfactory
results. In London, when the city au-
thorities have taken the dangerous
houses, they are required to find better
quarters for those who are forced to
leave those which have been condemned.

Intelligent and philanthropic jyublic
sentiment has but recently been called
to the relations which exist between un-
healthy and crowded abodes and vice.
At present, however, sanitary sclence
has been so developed that instead of
vice being the cause of wretched abodes
and all sorts of degradation, the filthy
and crowded abode is the cause of vice,
The Journal's inquirer and others who
are seeking information on this impor-
tant subject should read the special re-
port of the United States Commissioner
of Labor on *“The Housing of the Work-
ing People.”

PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL IMI-
TATION.

An Eastern dramatic critic, in speak-
ing of a performance by the Italian
actress, Duse, especially commends her
power of genuine impersonation, her gift
of endowing herself with the charac-
teristics of the personality she tempo-
rarily assumes. The point is made that
this power of transformation, so far as
change of facial expression, gait, car-
riage and other physical peculiarities
are concerned, is rare among actresses,
In going over the list of well-known
actresses it is apparent that this point
is well taken. Few, indeed, among those
who have been on the stage in recent
yearg have been able to disguise their
own individuality, whatever the charac-
ter they attempted to assume., Whether
appearing as Viola, Rosalind, Juliet or
Portia, Mary Anderson was always—
Mary Anderson. Sarah Bernhardt has
great mobility of count:*naace, but it is
not easy to forget that she is Bernhardt.
Certain of Miss Terry's manncrisms are
never disguised. Modjeska is always
Modjeska first of all, Ada Rehan is Ada
Rehan, and so it is down through the
train of lesser stage women — Waln.
wright, Marlowe, Kendal and the rest,
The first four 0f those nmamed throw
themselves into the assumed charaeters
with intensity, but because they lack the
gift of complete impersonation, and not
because of any self-consciousness, they
miss, in a slight degree, the greatest
measure of success. The minor actresses
are too self-conscious. too unwilling to
let themselves, in their own characters,
be forgotten, even had they ability to do
80, and because of this they are, anc will
remain, minor actresses. It has been said
that the stronger the individuality the
more difficult it is to hide it under an-
other personality, and this might exp’ain
the defect mentioned were the theory
well sustained. Charlotte Cushman's
case controverts this idea. Few women
on or off the stage possess a more
marked personality that did she, yet her
“Meg Merrilies” and her “‘.ady Mac-
beth"” were two distinct characters, and
neither suggested Charlotte Cushman.

But it is unjust to classify the women |
of the stage as éspecially lacking in the
power of impersonation. What fs true

of them is equalily true of the wien. |

Henry Irving's mannerisms
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den in any other character.
The truth is that the gift of imitation
of facial or physical mimicry is distinct
from the intellectual power to compre-
hend the subtleties of character and to
represent them =o far as stage action,
elocution and verbal expression can go.
The power to mimic or to impersonate
by change of feature or physical adspta-
tion is a desirable possession for actors,
bl.'g,.__k i€ not indispensable—great actors
and actresses have developed without it,
It is a minor gift, and belongs as often
as not to the persons who could not com-
prehend the high sentimoents and strong
emeotions set forth by the Jdramatists,

A CHURCH LABOR MOVEMENT.

The Rev. C. M. Starkweather, a Meth-
odist minister of Milwaukee, has em-
barked in a movement which inay have
interesting results. He proposes to es-
tablish within the church a labor move-
ment on a plan somewhat similar wo the
Christian Endea or movement among
young people. FEricfy, his plan may be
said to aim a:z the organization of a
Christian labor union. He believes that
the church should I~ brought into closer
sympathy and touc™ with workingmen
and made a more potent facter for pro-
moting the inteccsts of labor, He rays:

Long ago I was convinced there is a gap
between the church and the workingmen.
The church was once rhe leader of the toil-
ing masses, but for some years they have
been gradually drifting apart. The church
has been getting away from the people, and
they, in turn, have been gradually losing
Interest in the church, Neither side is wholly
responsible for this separation. Both are, in
a measure, to blame, but it is my candid
belief the church has to bear the greater
amount of whatever blame there is for the
separation. Whichever is at fault, there is
one thing certain—the workingman and the
church nhave both suffered by this estrange-
ment, It is the duty of the church to bridge
over this gap and niatn take its place
as the leader of the working people.

This states a truth which has become
apparent to many persons. Many ob-
servant preachers must have noticed the
growing lack of sympathy between the
churches and laboring men, or, peraaps
it would be more exact to say, the grow-
ing lack of interest among wo:kingmen
in religion and church work. The church
is as willing and anxious as ever to do its
duty by all classes, and its Jdoors are
wide open to workingmen as well as to
others, but for some reason it seems to
fail in attracting or reaching them.,
Whether the fault lles in modern meth-
ods of church werk cor with the pecple
themselves is difficult to Jdetermine, but
the condition exists.

Mr. Starkweather is the =on ¢<
ing man, and began life as one
After working three years in o 1ounary
he got a collegiate education, spert a
few vears in newspaper work and thea
entered the ministry. }Mis wraining and
experience have brought him in touch
with laboring men, and lr« has made
something of a study of their methods
and their needs. He believes in labor or-
ganizations, and thinks they have been
helpful to workingmen in many ways.
He also believes they have had some-
thing to do with drawing workingmen

away from the church. He says:

They have taught the workman to think
and act for himself, to appreciate the im-
poriance of thoroughly uaderstanding the
social and economic questions of the day,
and, above all, have taugnt him a practical
lesson in the great doctrine of Christ, broth-
erly love. When in distress or in need of aid
or sympathy the workingman has found it
is the labor organization that is the first
and almost the only one to offer him the ald
of which he is in need. 1s it any wonder,
then, we 20 often hear the members of
those organizations say the labor union, and
not the church, is the true follower in the

footsteps of Christ?

Mr. Starkweather admits that in prin-
ciple and theory all Christian churches
are as free to workingmen as they are to
the wealthy, while in practice they are
not. “There are many churches,” he
says, “which the workingman cannot
attend, because he cannot do so with-
out being made to feel he is a paup-.r,
or, at least, he is the inferior of thosc
who compose and direct the affairs of
the church. This policy of catering to
the rich, which is totally agaiast the
spirit of Christ, has been 11 existence 0
long and in o many of our chirches
that the toilers have coine to ook on &ll
churches as places designed for the rich
alone.”

Mr. Starkweather has made one step
toward reform in having correctly diag-
nosed the situation and defined an exist-
ing evil. If he can devise a means of
bringing the church and the masces of
the people, especially of laboring people,
into closer touch .1e will have accom-
plished a notable result. A co-operative
movement between iibor unions and the
church might prove to be as potert for
good as any religicous moevement of re-
cent times.

SOCIALISM IN THE ROCKEFELLER
UNIVERSITY.

In the November number of the Amer-
fcan Journal of Sociology, publigshed un-
der the auspices of the Chicago Univer-
sity, is an article written by Prof. Al-
bion W, S8mall, who occupies the chair
of sociology in that institution, which
would seem to be a refutation of the
charge that Professor Bemis was
dropped from the list of instructors in
the university because of his radical
opinions on economic topics. In the arti-
cle in question Professor Small has dis-
tanced Professor Eemis or any other
man connected with any conservative or
reputable institution in the utterance of
socialistic theories. Professor Small has
written in defense of the proposition
that “private business is a public trust,”

and, among other things, he says:

The vulnerable point in our f'rruent soci-
ety is not in its permission of ge wealth
to some of its membe but its mainte-
nance of institutions which, in the last
analysis, make some men's onportunity to
work for wealth under any conditions de-
pendent upon the arbitrary will of other
men, * * * A social system which incor-
porates the assumption that a portion of
society may righteously monopolize the
productive forces of nature so that other

men must ask the permission of the mo-
nopolists to draw on the resources of na-
ture, practically denies to the unprivileged

class not merely a rightful share of goods,
but an intrinsic claim to any share at all.
In other words, it establishes at least two

castes among men, the caste of the

tied and the cuteofmamw
Professor Small does not particularize
as did Professor Bemis when he declared
that water, gas and street railways
should not be monopolized by corpora-
tions, but managed for the people by its
government. Professor Small assails
them generally; but if the theory which
underlies his declaration had been es-
Mote than that, if his theory should be

a Inhor-
himself.
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fessor complains that no law allows the
farmer who has lost his farm a claim to
another, and if all others who have; from
any cause, the chiefs of which are in-
capacity and worthlessness, lost their
positions, opportunity is closed to them
to supply their wants from nature’s re-
sources. Professor Small does not de-
clare it, but the only inference is that
society is bound to take care of those
who, through worthlessness or incapac-
ity, cannot or will not care for them-
selves, :

“The just grievance of the poor man,”
says Professor Small, “is not so much
that another man's income is a thousand
or ten thousand or a million a year as
that either figure is more than its pos-
sessor earns.” After much more in this
line, the Professor closes by telling a
story about a number of boys of a school
which he attended, who formed a mili-
tary company, of which two or three
of the big boys made themselves offi-
cergs. The company went into camp, got
potatoes, bullt filres and cooked them,
An order came from the captain’s tent
for potatoes, and they were sent, which
was followed by subsequent orders for
potatoes until they all went to the cap-
tain’s tent, while the privates, who pro-
cured the potatoes, went hungry. Thirty
years after the Professor says that he
had the satisfaction of seeing the cap-
tain sentenced to the penitentiary as a
felon. The Professor applies his story
as follows:

Lot the incident be an allegory. The un-
rest of our soclety to-day is due, in large
measure, 1o suspicion that men are falling
more and more into the position of tollers
for other men whe are evading the law of
reciprocal service. Dissatisfaction is fed
by bellef that many occupations, needful
in themselves, are becoming less and less
a social benefaction and mere and more a
means of levying tribute over and above
the value of the service. Successful and
arrogant Iindividualism seems to defy the
lsuurl e(:f mutualism that must reign in right
society.

The dismissal of Professor Bemis may
have made it necessary to vindicate the
university from the charge that its eco-
nomic or social theories are dictated by
its patrons or patron, whose income of
a million “is more than its possessor
earns,” and that Professor Small has at-
tempted the vindication in the article
referred to. By all means, let the man-
agers assume that the Professor's vin-
dication is so ample that it need not be
repeated, lest his story of “potatoes for
the captain’'s tent” should become a pop-
ular belief and the fate of the captain
be repeated to the financial inconven-
ience of the university.

Ownership of Prescriptions.

A few days ago a gentleman went to a
drug store to obtain a prescription which
had been previously filled for him, and
which he wished to carry away. The drug-
gist declined to give It up. The gentleman
insisted that, as he had pald a physician a
good price for the prescription, it was his
property, but the druggist could not see it
in that light, and still refused to surrender
the prescription. The question is a nice
one. On the one hand there seems to be
reason in the position that a person who
has paid for a prescription has a right of
ownership in it, and on the other a drug-
gist may reasonably claim that, being an
order on him for certain medicines, it is his
voucher in case of accident. So far as the
physician is concerned, it is quite clear that
after giving a prescription he has no fur-
ther control of it. It represents his opinion
of the patient's case, and when it leaves
his hands it passes out of his control. A
reasonable view of the case seems to be
that the original prescription rightly be-
longs to the druggist, or at least should be
left in his keeping for his protection, and
that the person to whom it is given is en-
titled to a copy. There are obvious reasons
why druggists should be allowed to retain
possession of original preseriptions filled by
them, and equally. equitable ones why the
person who has péid for it should be en-
titled to a copy either at the time of pres-
entation or afterwards, Whether a drug-
gist has a right to appropriate and utilize
prescriptions left in his keeping, filling
them over and over again for different per-
sons or using them as formulas for rem-
edies put up by himself and offered to the
general public, as is sometimes done, is an-
other question.

A Palr of New Men.

Two “new men" figured in the Journal's
news columns yesterday. One was a Ran-
dolph county citizen, who celebrated his
seventieth birthday by turning a hand-
spring in a public place and declaring his
willingness to handspring—or whatever the
proper term is for such athletic undertak-
ing—over a quarter of a mile track with-
out stopping. The other new man is a
resident of Anderson, aged seventy-two,
who is preparing for a bicycle trip through
the South, his purpose being to visit the
Atlanta exposition and the great battle-
fields. These gentlemen are designated here
as ‘“‘new"” because they are typical of the
nineteenth century man who, as well as
the woman of the period, is coming to
take less and less account of years and
to engage in such occupations and activities
as please him without regard to the tra-
ditional customs appertaining to his time
of life. He 18 new, in short, because hs
declines to be old according to the calen
dar and is guided in his pursuits by his
taste and capacity. If he wanis to turn
handsprings at seventy, or to ride a wheel
at seventy-two, he does so, and misguided
{8 the critic who finds fault with his course,
For it is by this active participation in
wholesome amusements and by keeping up
with the times that he relains youthful-
ness of spirit, and the mind has so much
effect upon the body that this youthfulness
of feeling retards the progress of physical
infirmity and makes life worth living to
the very end. It is the man who retires
from business and abandons himself to the
business of growing old who loses interest
in life and finds existence a burden.

The Flower Mission Editors,

All the women in town are more or less
interested in the woman's edition of the
Sentinel, which Is to aeppear on Thanks-
giving day. The editors of the sheet are

lﬁ'
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she has read her contribution and glanced
hastily over the other pages, she will buy
extra copies of the paper and proudly mark
and mail them to her friends far and near.

The women who are neither editors, con-
tributors nor advertisers will buy the paper
to find out what the other women say. Even
men will not be lacking in curiosity of this
kind, and if they discover that the pages of
the paper are not wholly given up, after
the fashion of woman's editions in other
cities, to the exploiting of feminine virtues
and abilities, they may find entertainment
and instruction. &

In any event, it should be remembered by
all to whom the paper is offered that it is
not published as a mere whim, but that
many women have put time and labor and
thought into it for charity’s sake, and that
each purchaser is contributing his mite to a
worth$ cause,

It ‘was sald of Caesar that he made a
solitude in Gaul and called it peace. Per-

haps Hamid is trying to do the same
in Armenh.—ln;yinnnpolt is News. _—

Our infallible contemporary, Wm
gsearches the columns of other papers
a microscope for errors, Is wrong. It was
not said of Caesar that he made a solitude
in Gaul and called it peace. Tacitus, In
his “Life of Agricola,” places on record the
speech made by Galgacus, the Briton, to
his army before a battle with the Romans
at the foot of the Grampian hills during
one of Agricola’s campaigns. The speech
was an impassioned appeal to the Britons
to make a last stand for their homes and
their wives and children. Of the Romans
the orator sald:

These plunderers of the world, after ex«
hausting the land by their devastations,
are rifling the ocean: stimulated by avar.
fce, if their enemy be rich:; by ambition, if
poor: unsatiated by the East and by the
West: the only people who behold wealth
and indigence with equal avidity. To ravs
age, to slaughter, to usurp under false
titles, they call empire; and where they
make a desert they call it peace,

The proposition to reduce the cost of upper
berths in sleeping cars 25 per cent. has led
to a much wider discussion of the whole
question of sleeping-car accommodations.
One of the best of the suggestions which
have been made is that sleeping cars be
made less expensive, and that the “palace"”
features be given up except for those who
demand them, and, instead, that cars of
cheaper construction be invented. Is there
any reason why cars cannot pbe bullt in
which berths can be rented for seventy-five
cents and a dollar a night? It is also com-
plained that since so many costly cars
have been put on rallways the ordinary pas-
senger coaches, particularly those running
at night, have been more crowded than for-
merly.

It will strike most sensible people that the
faculty of Wabash College, in rusticating or
expelling those students who organized to
cut up stale pranks, put people to incon-
venience and injure property did the proper
thing. People will tolerate an originality
in mischief, but stealing chickens, putting
cows into college halls, carrying away the
property of citizens, removing signs, ete.,
was stale college mischief a hundred years
ago, and the students who repeat it year
after year may be assumed to be too stupid
to expend the advantage of a liberal edu-
cation upon.

The sufferings of exchange editors will be
mitigated somewhat when Thanksgiving day
Is over and they are no longer compelled to
read daily 187 “‘original™ paragraphs having,
as component parts, Turkey with and with-
out the capital T, war and Thanksgiving.
The combination 18 irresistible to the writer
who wants to be *“cute,” but when multi-
plied indefinitely is a trifle wearing on the
reader.

Women, it is said, have long figured as
contributors to London Punch, and quite. a
list of names is offered in evidence, This,
however, will not be accepted as proof that
women have a sense of humor.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

————

Laying On of Hands.
“Ever take your rheumatism to that doc-
tor who heals by touch?”
“Yes. He touched me and heeled himself
to the extent of $i5.”

A Mixer.
“Politicus is a great mixer, ain't he?”
“Yes. I heard him try to explain the cur-
rency question, and 1 give you my word I
never heard a man mix things so in all my
life before."

Journalism.

“Who is going to write the editorials?"
asked the inquisitive person.

*“The which?” said the lady who was pro-
moting the “Woman's Edition.” *Oh, the
editorials. Why, I believe Mrs., Gratebrain
wrote the most of them last summer.”

Perhapns.
“Say,’”” said the fat man with the red tie,

[ “that ain't a bad idea of Edison—a vacht

with gas bag sails, is it? I wonder where
he got 1t?"

“Probably,” sald the lean man with the
yvellow vest, “it was suggested to him by
Dunraven.'”

SHREDS AND PATCHES.

Literature iz the books that the public
won't buy.—New York Evening Sun.

Every man must pay his own tuition in
the school of experience.—~Ram's Horn.

“They talk of a new creation of peers In
England.” *“For the export trade?’—Brook-

Iyn Life.
One pound of learning requires ten

pounds of common sense to apply it.—Per-
sian Proverb. ' :
Mr. Cleveland has the marked advantage
of having fallen on top of the debris.—De-
troit Tribune. :
The receiver is as bad as the thief; but h

erally enjoys the personal friendship of
ggcourt.— ck.

When a man admits that he is bad at
all it is safe to give him the credit of it.
—Gail Hamilton.

The man who never worries generally has

friends and relatives who have to worry
for him.—Somerville Jourmsal.

The back of an angel would almost break
under the burdens seme people would put
on a pre:chu"l wife.—~Ram’'s Hormmn, e

So far as political platforms are -
cern every one that has a sllver
has ?tl's cloud.—Philadelphia Record.

“I amount to nothing,” said a small stone
as it rolled from its place in a dam. That
night a town was flooded.—The Century.

“You come too late,” said a dying man
to Glory. “I usually wait till after the
funeral,” answered Glory.—The Century.

She—Have you ever loved anybody else,
Harold? He (apologetically)-Well, you
2{' Low it is yourself.—Somerville Jour-

“We 'uns use jes’ as much water,” said |-

the Indignant Kentuckian, “as they do piy.
wher’'s _else — fur w-—m _
put his foot

in it by paming a brand of butter after
Mayor. — ¥
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~
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LL. D., Enters a Plea for Modera-
tion ahd Conservatism,

“The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.”—I1 Cor., lil, &

“There are certain frequent misuses of
these words which are worth correcting,
and certain proper and important uses
which are worth noting. It really is an
antithesis of speech, with no real antag-
onism of thought.. Read at large it would
be, “The letter without the spirit killeth,
the spirit with or without the letter giveth
life.” You can empty the letter of the
spirit, but you cannot confine the spirit to
the letter. It bloweth where it listeth,

I can imagine no fairer illustration of
St. Paul's warning than their interpreta-
tion of it, who read as the French people
say, “au pied de la lettre,” (with more foot
than head in the reading). The letter, they
say, kills, therefore the written words of
Holy Scripture, or those letters or another
sort, the outward signs of sacraments, pre-
composed words of prayver, in fact, all
external and sensible things in religion, are
unimportant, more than that, are unprofit-
able and injurious. And this, about a God
who clothed himself in the whole alphabet
of our humanity, every letter of it, not a
man, like here and there a saint, but man,
touching every human being that ever was
born or ever will be born into the world;
a God who turned the rainbow into a
covenant; who demanded the external rite
of circumcision, under penalty of being
cast out of his kingdom on earth; who was
himself circumecised and ‘kept the Pass-
over, who instituted at least two sacra-
ments, with the outward elements of water
and bread and wine. Certainly this is mak-
ing the letter kill the spirit of the passage,
80 that it no longer lives.

I can but think that some Biblical eriti-
cism tends the same way. It is most valu-
able in its place; it discovers meanings;
it corrects apparent discrepancies; it de-
cides authorship and sometimes age and
authenticity; it clears up difficult readings;
it makes passages parallel which seem
opposed. But textual criticism is not study-
ing the Bible, any more than vivisection is

discovering the soul. A Greek article or a

Greek particle is qften significant and im-
portant, but to be busy with nothing else,
is to make the letter kill religious faith,
the knowledge of God, the voice that speaks
in the word, .

And similarly, I am bound to say that
the other extreme, the theory that every
word of Holy Scripture is the actual ut-
terance of God, makes the letter Kill
We owe a great deal to the critics of
words, and we also owe a great deal to
the old Masora, to the Talmud, to the
rabbinical reverence for *“jots and tit-
tles,” words and vowel points. We owe a
great deal to the monks of the middle
ages, for their reverent care and beautiful
transcription of the very letters of the
Bible, with their exquisite initials and il-
luminations. And we owe a great deal to
that sort of bookworship, almost real let-
ter worship, of the old-fashioned evangel-
fcal, because they ali helped to keep the
body of the Scriptures sacred and safe,

But whether the utterance ba on rab-
binical parchment or in papal encyclical
that God is the Auctor Verborum and not
the Auctor Verbi—the speaker of every
sentence, instead of the Revealer and in-
gpirer of the revelation—the mechanical
theory is deadly and destructive to the in-
telligent study of the Bible, in which the
gpirit shines through and burns in the
letter, not consuming it, but not killed or
consumed by the constraint of the human
speech, which expresses but does not con-
tain God. ,

What does St. Paul mean here? Does he
antagonize the letter and the spirit? No,
but here as often, in his other epistles, the
meaning is that the mere letter uninformed
by the spirit it not only a dead letter, but
a letter that Kills,

First, on general principlegs; one cannot
ignore the value of these sensible things,
which become the media through which
the spirit appeals by our senses to our
spirits. The fact is that these letters are to
the spirit of God what our senses are to
our spirits; namely, vehicles of communi-
cation. The very deepest and Kkeenest im-
pressions are made through the senses to
our souls. Think of the impression on the
mind through the eyve; on the soul through
the ear; on the deepest affections of our
nature, through the sense of touch! 1t
would be as wise to destroy or to derogate
from eye, ear or touch, as Lo despise the
outward signs through which God speaks.
They are not essential. In dreams and
visions of the night, when eye and ear are
closed, He speaks to the soul. He can
speak, as the old father said, “without
din of words,” and we hear His voice. He
can impress Himself upon our spiritual na-
ture, using neither material means nor
physical senses, but it is not His way. And
no one dare say that the means He uses
are useless, much less harmful. Read the
passage rightly, “The letter without the
spirit killeth, the spirit with or without
the letter giveth life,” and then epply it
in three ways.

The letters of God, the external, visible,
audible, sensible means of communication
between God and man, are all life-giving,
unless we empty them of life by misuse.
The killing by the letter consists, first, In
a mere outward conformity to the letter,
for instance, of the moral law, with no in.
wardness in its meaning and no inwardness
in our motive. Think of that tremendous
arraignment by St. Paul of those who “by
the letter and circumeision transgressed
the law!’" That is what our Lord meant
when he said, “Unless your righteousness
exceed the righteousness of the Hcribes and
Pharisees.” That is what he meant by “His
fulfilling the law;” not merely keeplng it
himself, but filling it full of new meaning
in the words and new motives in their keep-
ing. Take the commandments. We bow
down before no graven image to worship
it, and yet there is an idolatry of the
gsenses in our lives, because that which we
Jlove best, think of most, serve most care.

fully, give most time and money to, is

really our God. We have no stain of blood
upon our hands, and yet we cannot say we
“do no murder,” when our thoughts, which
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of " pure and clean; no new s,
lved, to get the higher Inheritance of
heaven. We make them letters tha: ki
when we turn the sacrament of the hoh:
communion into a mere magical charm g
careless use; Into the irreverence of eating
and drinking “unworthily,™ *“‘not discerning
the body and the blood of Christ” W are
in danger, too, it seems to me. of making
the letter kill by our part in the commor
and public worship of God. The pre .
posed forms of prayer, which are ri: ging
with the devotional lves of saints of God
In every age, if they become mere cold a- .
formal fallings from our lips and tOnEuM
are emptied of the spirit of life. And (he
whole method of our service to God n::-...;
uring our obligation by the very Darrowest
lines of barest necessity, starving our soys
shriveling our lives, killing our love, 1y ing
to find out what Is the very least tha: we
must do, or give, or be, keeps the letier an i
kills the spirft, and shows that there is

'y

our duty.

Realize that the Holy Secriptures In t» e
letter are not to be despised; that sacra.
ments in their outward forms are no: un.
important; that creeds are not harmful or
hampering to faith; that precomposed forms
of prayer zre not destructive to devo:lon
They are letters, all of them, living and
life-giving, unless we empty them of the
spirit, which is life.

(Copyrighted, 1885, by the Newspaper Se-.
mon Association, Boston, llan.? i

LITERARY NOTES,

The veminiscences of Mary Anderson

(Mrs. Navarro) will be ready by the end of
the year.

“The Brushwood Boy™ is the title of Mr
Kipling's story contributed to the Decem-

ber Century, The scene is lald In “England
India and the world of dreams.” —

F. Hopkinson Smith's new novel, “Tom
Grogan,” will begin in the Christmas nom-
ber of the Century. The labor problem en-

ters into it, and In its plot Mr. Smith s
said to have utilized some of his experi-
ence as a bullder.

G. P. Putnam's Sons will publish ‘mme.
diately, in co-operation with the London
publishers, the twenty-first edition of
Hayd's "Dictionary of Dates,” containing
the history of the world to the autumn of
1885. Edited by Benjamin Vincent.

Miss Grace King has written a book about
New Orleans, which is sald to present wiih
rare skill and fidelity the old-time and all-
time charm of that fascinating city. The
volume is to be fllustrated and will be pub-
lished by Messrs. Macmillan & Co.

Mme. Sarah Grand has written a new
book, which is coming out next year. Her
publisher says that no doubt the story will
be just as much of a su s¢ a8 was her
“Heavenly Twins,” and 1 bably bave
much the same crop of brainiess imitators

A large quantity of Gibbon's unpublished
correspondence with his stepmother and
with Lord Shefield and other friends wlil
appear in the forthcoming edition of the
six original versions of his autobiography.
The present Earl of Sheffield has wriiten
a preface for the work.

The Jewish Publication Soclety of Amer-
ica offers a prize of $1.000 for the best
gtory relating to a Jewish subject suited 1o
young readers. The story i= to bhe written
in Engiish, to contain from twenty thousund
10 thirty thousand words, and must be re-
celved not later than March 1, 1807,

The Chaucer follo, which is now upon Mr.
Morrig’s Kelmscolt press, is the largest
book which he has yet undertaken to print.

He has himself drawn all the borders and

of the initial jetters. There is to be,
for those lucky persons who can afford it
a special binding in oak and pigskin.

Signora Eleanora Duse has written a
novel, the plot and the situations of which
are drawn from the lialian stage. The
actress is the possessor of an admirable
literary style, and is a keen student of
character. Her work as a novelist, there-
fore, cught to interest if not please her
readers,

The story comes from lL.ondon that tha
Messrs, Scribner have refused an offer of
£1.00, from an Kanglish magazine, for the
right of simultancous publication of Mr,
Barrie’'s “"Sentimental Tommie.”” The story
commences in the East End of London, but
Mr. Barric will be found treading as firmily
as on his favorite ground at “Thrums.”

It is =aid that the one Englishman for
whom Prince Bismarck has entertained a

lasting friendship is Mr. Sidney Whitman,
the author of that weli-known work, “Im-
perial Germany.” We Jearn that during the
present autumn Mr. Whitman will put
forth a volume of “Teuton Studies.' which
will contain not only essays on the German
people, past and present, but alse some ar-
ticles upon the home life and public char-
acter of the Iron Chancellor,

Dr. Robertson Nico!ll, of London, has re-
cently unearthed the Rev, M. Nich-

olis, the husband of Charlotte Bronte, who
is married again and lhiving in some out-of-

way place 'n 1reland. From Mr. Nicholis he
has obtained a lot of new material con-
cernihig his {llustrious first wife, including a
number of letters of Mrs. Gaskell's, all of
which will appear in a new book on Char-
lotte Bronte, which Dr. Niecoll and Mr,
Shorter, editor of the Illusirated lLondon
News, are preparing.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS,

Victor Emmanuel’'s monument in the
Pantheon, at Rome, has already cost 8.~
000,000 and will need another $5,000,009, he-
fore il is completed,

Julia Ward Howe =ays: “Sixly years ago
I was sixteen. If 1 knew as much now as |
thought I did then, I might have something
very instructive to tell.”

Phempeh, the King of Achantee, has 3.223
wives, and offers more human sacrifices
than any of his predecessors. He sits on
a golden stool instead of a throne, and at
all public functions wears an old plug hat.

Dr. Max Nordau is a good deal of a her-
mit socially in Pa-is. In his prolfessional
capacity he knows numbers of people, but

his visiti list is restricted to only half a
dozen oldns;'rlend!. and his life is guiet and

uneventful

Notwithstanding her advanced age Queen
Victoria always drives out In an open car-
riage, even when the weather is cold or wet.
But she is wrapped about with innumer-
able rugs, and when It rains one of the
Highland servants sitting behind the car-
riage holds on enormous umbrella above
her head. ‘

George Augustus Sala is probably on his
death-bed. He is suffering from a slom-
achic tumor, and his case Is hopeless. It is

a grimly absurd coincldence that finds the

2 s giving appreciative no-
English newmgedm o‘; B e Cook-book

ses L0 a4 new
g its author is dying of

at the moment that
stomach trouble.

Mrs. Henry D. Cram, a Boston business
woman, has made arrangements to furnish
for the Paris exposition of 18X the derricks
and paraphernalia to be used in the erec-
tion gf all the bulldings which will be made
entirely of stone. Mrs. Cram will person-
ally superintend the work of placing the
seventy-five derricks.

Sir Charles Halle, the musiclan, was a

great friend of the poor. In his funeral ser-
mon the Bishop of Salford told how forty
man came to his house so

was—had the man sent home, and

\twhie:.: his own hands delivered all the letters,
A remarkable provision appears in the
will of the late Mr, Charles Mitcheil, of

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, who was for many

ears a partner in Lord Armsirong’'s works

it Elswick. The trustees are prohibited
from reinvesting money elther in Lord
Armstrong’s works or In shipping or n
collieries. These industries were the sources
of all the testator's fortune,

One of the notable weddings in Paris this
winter will be that of the Sar Peladan,




